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Senate 
The Senate met at 3 p.m. and was 

called to order by the President pro 
tempore (Mr. GRASSLEY). 

f 

PRAYER 
The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-

fered the following prayer: 
Let us pray. 
Spirit of God, who brought creation 

out of the void, light from darkness, 
and order from chaos, everything under 
Heaven belongs to You. Lord, use our 
lawmakers for Your glory. May their 
daily experiences of joy and sorrow, 
pleasure and pain, victory and defeat, 
bring honor to Your Name. Remind our 
Senators that no evil can stop the un-
folding of Your purposes and provi-
dence. Lead them this day with Your 
merciful hands, providing for their 
needs. Bless all who labor for liberty, 
protecting them with the shield of 
Your love. 

We pray in Your holy Name. Amen. 
f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The President pro tempore led the 

Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 
I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 

United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. ROM-

NEY). Under the previous order, the 
leadership time is reserved. 

f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning 
business is closed. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the Senate will pro-

ceed to executive session to resume 
consideration of the following nomina-
tion, which the clerk will report. 

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of Paul B. Matey, of New Jer-
sey, to be United States Circuit Judge 
for the Third Circuit. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Iowa. 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President I ask 
unanimous consent to speak for 1 
minute. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SECRET HOLDS 
Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, it is 

Sunshine Week, and I support trans-
parency throughout government. The 
public’s business ought to be public. 
That includes right here in the U.S. 
Senate. 

My newer colleagues might be un-
aware that the Senate has banned what 
are referred to as secret holds. Since 
January 2011, a standing order has been 
in effect, requiring that Senators make 
public any hold they place on bills or 
nominations. 

A Senator, of course, has a right to 
withhold consent when unanimous con-
sent is needed to move to a measure. 
However, there is absolutely no right 
to do so in secret. The public’s business 
ought to be done in public. 

That is why Senator WYDEN and I 
sent a letter to all Senators reminding 
them of this standing order that we au-
thored requiring disclosure of holds. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent for 1 more minute. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. GRASSLEY. When Senators 
spend most of their time on the Senate 
floor, as they used to before the Senate 
was on television, it was easy for any 
Senator to stand up and say ‘‘I object,’’ 
if consent were asked for any motion 
or any nomination. Now we spend most 
of our time in committee hearings and 
meeting with those we represent. We 
rely on our party leadership to protect 

our rights, and we sometimes tell them 
if we need someone to object on our be-
half to moving a bill or a nominee. 
That happens to be called a hold. A 
hold should not be secret, I want every-
body to know that sometimes I put 
holds on nominations or bills. 

Whoever heard of shouting ‘‘I object’’ 
in secret? A hold, in other words, ought 
to be public, as the standing order re-
quires. The Senate affirmed that in the 
year 2011 by adopting a permanent 
standing order that Senator WYDEN 
and I wrote. I remind my colleagues, 
that standing order is still in place. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

THE GREEN NEW DEAL 
Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, in 

the last couple of weeks, I have come 
to the floor for a few short comments 
on the Green New Deal. I have com-
pared it to the New Deal of the Frank-
lin Delano Roosevelt administration 
and its attempt to get us out of the De-
pression with the New Deal then. 

In his 1932 campaign for President, 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt called for 
what he called a ‘‘bold persistent ex-
perimentation.’’ That is a pretty good 
description of the New Deal. It wasn’t 
a very cohesive plan, but it was a col-
lection of disconnected policies. In that 
sense, the Green New Deal emulates its 
namesake. It, too, is kind of a collec-
tion of disconnected policies. 

The New Deal of the 1930s failed to 
pull the economy out of the Depression 
that actually ended at the beginning of 
World War II. It is not surprising, how-
ever, that it didn’t pull us out of the 
Depression because it didn’t create eco-
nomic growth. Economic growth needs 
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